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Heybridge Basin Parish Councit

Notice of conctusion of audit
Annual Govemance & Accountabiuty Return for the y€ar end6d 31 March 2026

Seetions 20{2) and 25 of the Locat Audit and Accountability Act 2o'14

Section 16 ofthe Accounts and Audit Regutations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

1 The audit of accounts for Heybridge Basin Parish Councilforthe year
ended 31 March 2026 has been completed and the accounts have been
pubtished.

2. The AnnuaI Governance & Accountabitity Return including the auditor's
certificate and opinion is avaitabte for inspection and copying by any locat
government e[ector of the area of Heybridge Basin Parish Council. on
apptication to:

CLi-qV- - Ger.*la Lf\'\..C.(a)
r \.\ NC-iL

{b)

Copies wil.L be provided to any tocat government etector of the area on
payment of g-S (c) for each copy of the Annuat Governance &
AccountabiLity Return.

Announcement made by: {d)

Date of announcement: (e) 2c26

This notice and Sections l,2 &3 oi
theAGAB must be published by 30

Seplenber. This must inctude
pubtication or tho smaller
6u!hority's w6bsite. lhe smaUer
a!tlro.itymust decide how tongto
publish ihe Noti.e forilheAGARand
exlernal auditor reporl must be
publiclyavaltable ior 5 years.

(a) h*nthe nahe, position and
address ofthe person towhom
tocai government electors should
apply |o inspecrlheAGAn

(b) lnseft the hours duringwhich
inspection rlghts may be

(c) rnsena reasonabte s!m ro.

(d) lnsertthe name and posltionol
person placingthe notlce

(e) lmenthe date ol pLacingoithe

3.

G€rrt.rrc\ LA\aQ.
pQc-Q€-e (-ff,c€$-
234.n =e+rteuBe'Q



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025126

We acknowledge as the members ofi

HEYBRIDGE BASIN PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for lhe year ended 31 March 2026, that:

'Please provide explanations to the ertemal aoditor on a separato rheet lor each 'Nd responss and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identilied. These sheets must bs pqblished with theAnnual
Governance SlalemenL

This Annual Governance Statement was approved a1 a
meeting of the authority onl

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

23t06t2026

approval was given: /1

chair /and remrded as minute refer€nce:

261e9 cx

www.heybridgebasin-pc.gov. uk

Cle.k

, . We Mve put in place anangern€nts lor effeclive financial
managemenl during lhe year, and lorthe preparaton of
lhe accounting state.nents.

prcparod ils accounting slatements in accordance
with o1e Accoun[s and Audil Regu]ations-

2, We maintained an adequate syEtem of intemal confu
indudJng measu€s designed to prevent 3rld detect traud
and corrupiion and reyie.{ved its dfeclivefiess.

made Noper atangercnls d arcpled responsibilily
lat safeguarding rhp p.ibhc money dnd,esodtLes nt

3. VYe have assured ourcelves tnat thera are no nrattels
ufdc'.ralor po|ennal non.oiplrance wifil la'lr,s.

regualions and Prope. P€61ices that could have a
signincanl ilnancialelfect on the ability of this
aurtor{y lo mmucl rc o!,srness or manage,ls

hasanly done whal il has lhe legalpowetlo do aDd has
complied wrth Prapet Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opporlun'ty during the yesr for
the exe.cise ot electors' rights in accordance wilh llle
requirements of the Actounts and Audit Regulations-

dunng lE year gave aI persons inaerested the oppadunity to
irspscl ard ask qoesrbrs abo& this authorivs aLcounts

5. We caried oui an assessment of the dsks faong tnis
aulhority and took appropriate steps !o rnanage lhose
risks. includinq lhe inlroducron ol inlernal conirols and/or
erdemal insuraocs cover where required.

considered and docunented the linancialand olhet nsks n
faces and dealt with lhen propedy.

6. We maintained throughod the year an adequEte and
eltective system of internal audii of the accou.trng
records and control syslems,

arftnged lot a competenl pe$on, independent cf lhe financial
coottols and procedures to siw an obje.tive view on wllethet
nle.nat @ntrols meet the needs ofthis snaler authotity

7. We iook approprhla actron on all matlers raised
in repots from intemal ard extemal audil.

respanded lo matteft braughl ta ils atlenlian by inlamd and

8. We considered wheth€r any liljgation, llabillies o.
commitrnents, even'6 or transaclions, occuning e'ther
during.r a{ter lhe yeaFerd, have a financialimpacl on
this aLrflority and. where appropdat€, have included them
in lhe accolntng siatements.

disclased everylhinq n should have aboul its buslness acivly
dDn g he year inctuding evenls ta*ing place aftet the y$t

9. (For lcal cqrnclls only) lfu5t tunds ihcluding
charit!b|.. ln our crpacity aB tho sole maneging
trusb. w. disch.rged ou. accoufitaiility
respondbnu€ lor the fund{sya*ots. incltrdlns
,inanclial /epo.ting ,nd, if ,equired, independert
6xamin.flon or audil

has met all al is teeponvAhUes herc. an a bady
corporate. it is a sole maaaging tuslee of a bcal

1A, We have put i^ place arra.,gements for the efieclive IT
and d8la managemenl in accordance with proper
pracliles dudng lh€ year under review.

has fiade suilable aBogements for ls If and data
managemenl and has compl'ed wilh propot practices in

N,ANo
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 20251261or

HEYBRIDGE BASIN PARISH COUNCIL

1274O8
Total balances and reseNes at the beginninq ofthe year
as rcco.ded in the financial reco.ds. Value must agree
to Box 7 of pretiaus year.

160,3S0

30,500
Total amount ot ptecepl (ot fOr lDBs Gles and levies)
received ot receivable in the yeat Exclude ahy grahls31,500

2. (+) Precept or Rales and
Levies

112,206 103310
Total incooe or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any

3. {+) Totalother recelpts

lotal expenditurc ar payments made ta and on behalf
ol all employees. lnclude gross salaries and wageg
cmploycts Nl collribrlio s. enryloye!s oension
contibutions, gratulies and seveance paymenls.

13,0'12
4. C) Staff costs

Tolal expsnditure or paymenls of capilal and interest
mado duing lhe yeat on lhe aulhoity's bonowings (it any)U

5. C) Loan inte.esucapilal
aepayments

59,997
Tot6l expendturc ot paymenls as rccorded in the cash-
book /ess slaff cosfs (/ine 4) and loan intereslcapilal
rcpaynents (lino 5).

163,676

188,291
Total balances and reseves at the end of the yeer
must oqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

7. (=) Balances cerried
forward 127,408

3l lr4arcn
2A25

€

31 N4arclr

2A2b
Please rounci all figures to nearesi f1 . Do rot ieave an!
baxes blank ard rcDarl li) or l'll balances All ltgures
t ust aeree la underlyi)g ftnallc,al Ec1..ls

Yea|endrng Noles and gurcance

8. Totalvalue oI cash and
shdrt tem investinenls 188,251

The surn af al cunefi{ and deposit bank accouots, cash
haldlogs and shoi term investmefils held as at 31 March -
To egree wilh bank retoncilielion.

9. Total fixed assets dug
long term inveslments
and assets

126,153
Tho value al dl) the propefty lhe aulhority owns * it is hade
up of a// ifs ,txed assels and long tefi investments as at
31 March.

The outstanding capilal balance as at 31 March of all loans
from thid pafies (including PWLB)-

Fot guidance rcfet to ,he Prac UoneE' eukJe sections 2.31 to 2.33.11 Do the fiqures in the
accounting statemenls above
exdude any trust tr6ns6ctions?

For Loaal councils only

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance anc, Accountability
Retum have b6en prepared on eilher a r€c€ipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance i.I
Goveftance and Accountability for SmallerAuthorilies - a
Practitioners' Guide to Prcper Practices and present {airly
the financial position of this authodty.

Signed by Responsibl,e Financial Office. bsforo bsing
p.esented ao the authortty for approval-

Date
17t06n026

I confim lhat these Accounling Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

23t06,t2026

Annual Govemaoce and Accounlability Return 2025126 Form 3
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es rccorded in minute re-feaence:

2e l2q 6
Signed by Chair ol the meeting where the Accounting
Stalements were aDDrc,6di<ra4

1. Balances brought

13,030

0

6. C) AII other payments

,rr,oorl

,ro,arul

10- Total bo.rowings
0ol



Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificale 2025126

ln respect of Heybridge Basin Parish Council - EX0287

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limit€d assurance rsview is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spendlng.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available trom the NAO website - httos://www.nao.orq.uk/code-audit-
oractice/ouidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
syslem of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
P rope r P ractice s which:

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026; and

. confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025126
On the basis oI our review ot Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governanc€ and Accounlability Retum (AGAR), in ouI opinion the ioformation in
Sections 1 ard 2 of the AGAtt is in accordance with Proper Paactices ard no other matteE have come to our attention giving cause lor concem that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not afiecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has contirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertion in Section 1, Box 10, but it has provided the
appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for non-complianc€ and details ofthe actions necessary to address weaknesses identified.

3 External auditor certificate 2025126
We certiry that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2026.

Extemal Auditor Name

Extemal Auditor Signature

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

121O912026Date
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